Dearest friends/relatives/business contacts/people in my address book:

As you may know, 826 Seattle is the best thing to happen to learning since college-ruled lined paper.  At 826 Seattle, students ages six through eighteen can come to creative writing workshops, drop-in homework help, and classroom field trips – all for free.  How do we manage to provide such necessary and welcome services for no money, you wonder?  For one thing, our store, the Greenwood Space Travel Supply Company (the best and only Space Travel Supply Company in Greenwood) provides Seattleites with everything they might need for their intergalactic journeys – and all proceeds go to 826 Seattle programming.  HOWEVER – the need for writing is greater even than the need for Asbestos Underwear or Cherry-Scented Deployment Systems.  Enter 826 Seattle’s Second Annual Mustache-a-Thon: Son of Mustache-a-Thon!

Last year, 826 Seattle raised over $10,000 with our first ever (perhaps THE first-ever) Mustache-a-Thon.  This year, we’ve set the goal at $15,000.  Just look what we could do with that: 

· We can publish the first ever anthology of the best writing projects of 826 Seattle students, with an audio CD of the students reading their work, including a bang-up publishing party, special autographing pens for the authors…and we could serve cookies with milk in plastic champagne glasses. 

· We can host 1,500 Seattle Public Schools students on 60 field trips, inspiring them to know that a writing field trip can be just as much fun as one to the zoo!  

· We can finance 40 workshops, including volunteer training, publicizing the workshops on our web site, sending out flyers and in-house publishing of 600 students’ stories.  And, of course, the lead in the pencils and the electricity to light the way! 

· We could pay the rent at our 3,500 square foot tutoring center for four months. 

·  We can buy 15,000 Clif Bars which will be distributed to tired students in serious need of an energy boost after a long day of school.

If you like kids, learning, mustaches, or supporting worthy causes, this is the Mustache-a-Thon for you!  Please check out the follicle progress at www.826mustaches.blogspot.com – best of all, you can donate to my mustache/my follicle farmer [name here]’s mustache there through PayPal!  If presenting giant cardboard checks is more your style (or regular, check-sized checks), make it out to 826 Seattle, with a shout-out to me in the notes line, and either send it to me or directly to 826 Seattle (address below).  

The work that happens at 826 Seattle is amazing and important, so I am growing a mustache for them/proxy-growing a mustache for them.  Please pledge to it and support awesome writing programming!  Find out more about 826 Seattle at www.826seattle.org, or drop in and visit at 8414 Greenwood Ave N, Seattle 98103. 

Hirsutely yours,

Name 

